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now since I introduced the DREAM
Act. The DREAM Act—I described it
earlier—gives young people brought to
the United States at an early age, who
had no voice in what their families
were going to do, to come to this coun-
try and eventually find their way to
legal status.

At one point even the House Repub-
licans said they supported this so-
called DREAM Act. Time and again we
have faced filibusters stopping the
DREAM Act from passing in the Sen-
ate, but it was part of comprehensive
immigration reform. This DREAM Act
all started with this young lady,
Tereza Lee, Korean, brought to the
United States at the age of 2, grew up
in a poor family in Chicago, had an
amazing musical talent and was ac-
cepted to the Manhattan Conservatory
of Music and the Julliard School of
Music. Because she was undocumented
she had no place to go.

Her mother called our office. Her
mother, who incidentally worked night
and day in a dry cleaning establish-
ment in Chicago said: What can we do?
The law had no real answer, other than
to say to this then-18-year-old girl: Go
back to where you came from for 10
years and try to come here legally.

That was the law. I introduced the
DREAM Act. Since then we have seen a
growth in support for this because it is
only fair. We cannot, should not, hold
children responsible for the decisions
and wrongdoing of their parents. These
kids deserve a chance. That is what the
President’s Executive action is about.
That is why the action by the House
Republicans was so reprehensible.

Tereza Lee, incidentally made it. She
went to the Manhattan Conservatory
of Music. She ended up not only get-
ting a bachelor’s degree, she did not re-
ceive any government assistance. She
had friends and sponsors who stepped
in to pay for it. She played at Carnegie
Hall. She is now working on her Ph.D.
in music.

She is now an American citizen, by
virtue of the fact that she married this
young American jazz musician. They
are living in New York and recently
had a baby.

I could not be prouder of Tereza Lee
and what she has done with her life.
There is a picture with her mom and
dad. Her dad passed away. He had a se-
rious medical illness that could not be
treated adequately because he does not
qualify for any kind of government
health insurance. They did not have
the money to provide him the care he
needed.

But Tereza Lee’s story is one that in-
spires me every day to come to this
floor and remind my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, these are real human
beings we are talking about. These are
not political pawns. These are young
people who deserve a chance to become
part of the future of America. Some-
time soon, I hope very soon, maybe
even this Friday, the President of the
United States is going to announce his
Executive order.
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He is going to say that, as he did
with DACA, the Deferred Action Pro-
gram, he is going to give more undocu-
mented people in this country a
chance. It will be a narrow category,
not as broad as we would like it—at
least some of us would like it—but it
will be consistent with what every
President of the United States has
done since President Eisenhower.

It is fair. It is just. It recognizes our
birthright as Americans, as a nation of
immigrants. It says we are willing to
stand and fight for fairness. I would
hope—I would just hope that a few Re-
publicans will stand and acknowledge
this. I hope a few of them will join us
in a bipartisan recognition that our
broken immigration system cannot be
fixed if the Congress of the United
States—particularly the Republican
House—refuses to even call the bill for
a year and a half.

Instead, the President is using his
authority and doing the best he can to
make this Nation of immigrants proud
again that we are welcoming a new
generation of people who will make us
even stronger in the future.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the previous
order be modified so that the following
nominations be added following Execu-
tive Calendar No. 1056: Executive Cal-
endar Nos. 966 and 967, with all the
other provisions of the previous order
remaining in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
am glad I got to the floor to listen to
my friend, the Senator from Illinois,
the majority whip, make his remarks.
It reminds me of his great passion and
commitment to the DREAMers and to
the cause of repairing our broken im-
migration system.

While he and I differ on the details,
and the feasibility of passing com-
prehensive immigration reform, we
have been trying to do this for—labor-
ing with this for at least the 10 or 11
years that I have been here. We have
been unsuccessful. What does that tell
us? It tells us we need to try something
different. We need to break this down
into smaller pieces. In the House,
Speaker BOEHNER I know has made this
pledge to the President and others. I
know Senator MCCONNELL, the new in-
coming majority leader, believes immi-
gration reform is important and we
ought to use our best efforts to make
progress.

S6117

But unfortunately the message the
President of the United States has sent
is he is giving up. To listen to my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
who support this unprecedented Execu-
tive action by the President that is
going to be announced on Friday, they
have given up. They have given up.

What the Senator from Illinois did
not say is even the President’s deferred
action order involving these young peo-
ple—by the way, I support providing
them an opportunity to become Amer-
ican citizens and productive members
of society. I think we are all better
off—these young people who are not
culpable, they did not commit any of-
fense or crime, they came with their
parents, and we are much better off.
They are much better off. Their fami-
lies are much better off.

Our country is better off if we find a
solution—which I am confident we
could do. But the message the Presi-
dent has given and our Democratic
friends have given is: We give up. We
are not going to do our job as legisla-
tors.

We are going to let the President,
with the stroke of a pen, provide an Ex-
ecutive amnesty to millions of people
and create an awful lot of harm in the
process.

The tragedy is we are a nation of im-
migrants and proud of it. Our rich, di-
verse heritage would not have been the
same without the contribution of im-
migrants who have come from around
the world, contributions that have be-
come part of the very fabric of our
lives and our society.

Millions of foreign-born immigrants
who have come to the United States le-
gally have become successful, patriotic
citizens of the United States. We have
been the beneficiary because of the op-
portunities that our Nation provides
that nowhere else on Earth provides,
and that is the opportunity to pursue
the American dream.

But part of what makes the Amer-
ican dream possible is the rule of law.
It is our Constitution. It is not Presi-
dents getting frustrated with Congress,
issuing an Executive order, defying the
Constitution, and ignoring his oath to
uphold and defend the Constitution of
the United States. That undermines
the American Dream.

So I listened to my colleague and
friend from Illinois saying that this is
a question about: Are immigrants good
for America or not?

I stipulate they are good for Amer-
ica. As a matter of fact, my ancestors
weren’t born in the United States. We
all came from somewhere else.

This is really, at bottom, whether
the President, when he put his hand on
the Bible and he took a sacred oath to
uphold and defend the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, whether
he really meant it or whether he had
his fingers crossed behind his back.

Like many of my colleagues, I have
had the privilege of participating in
naturalization ceremonies all across
my State, where I have seen individ-
uals from Vietnam, India, Mexico, and
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